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The big fa ke - o u t : At first, this sys tem appea red le g i t i m ate, above le ft. Each drain had two pipes — one pre s u m a b ly co n n e cting to the pump and
the other to the skimmer equal i z ation line. But when air was fo rced through the skimmer, bubbles only came out of one drain. Pro fe ss i o n al s
cut the co n c re te to inve s t i gate, above right. But the drains ran se p a rate ly. The two stub-ups with co n n e cting pipe, oppos i te, led to now h e re ,
and seemed to be just for show.

I ll u s t ration A: T h e se drains have been placed in series, with the tee set under Drain A. The dra i n s
ca n’t pull equally. Drain B is wea ke r. If Drain A we re to become blo c ked, its co u n te r p a rt may not be
a b le to prevent a vacuum from fo r m i n g.

I ll u s t ration B: H e re, the tee is set too close to Drain A and too far from Drain B. Again, Drain B
b e comes le ss effe ct i ve .

I ll u s t ration C: W h i le the te e
is co r re ct ly placed, bot h

d rains are set too far away
f rom it. With too much 

d i s ta n ce between the te e
and drain, you ca n’t ac h i eve

p roper flow. Studies are
s t i ll determining how far 
is too fa r, but one ex p e rt

re commends no more 
than 8 feet between the

tee and dra i n .
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The right and wrong way : S e r v i ce pro fe ss i o n al
J avier Payan photo g raphs each drain co n f i g u ra-
tion he inspects, with the ad d re ss included in
the frame. In the top photo, the drains are not
b ala n ced, with the tee sitting below the right
o u t le t. Cutting pipes on another site, middle ,
s h ows they are clo g ged with co n c re te, re n d e r-
ing one of the drains use le ss. At bottom, a
p ro p e r ly re-plumbed dual - d rain sys tem, with
the tee set in the middle .
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